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1 Peter 5:1-5
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So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder 

and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as 

a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 

shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 

exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but 

willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful 

gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in 

your charge, 

but being examples to the flock. And when the 

chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are 

younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe 

yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 

another, for "God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble." (1 Peter 5:1-5)
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Proposition: Consider five sets of attributes 
that must be present in elders in churches 
everywhere. 

I. Available and Accessible
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:

shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but 
willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful 
gain, but eagerly; 

I. Available and Accessible
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:

And in the same region there were shepherds out in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

I. Available and Accessible
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II. Accountable and Humble

:

not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would 
have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;
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II. Accountable and Humble

:

not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. (1Ti 3:3 ESV)



11/26/2016

8

II. Accountable and Humble

:

but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, 
upright, holy, and disciplined. 
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II. Accountable and Humble

III. Admirable and Honorable
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:

not domineering over those in your charge, but 
being examples to the flock.

III. Admirable and Honorable
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:

Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,

III. Admirable and Honorable
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:

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand 
and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me,

III. Admirable and Honorable
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IV. Faithful and Rewardable

:

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the unfading crown of glory. 
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IV. Faithful and Rewardable

:

He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as 
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in 
sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who 
contradict it. 
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IV. Faithful and Rewardable

:

They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience. 
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IV. Faithful and Rewardable

:

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under 
trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 
the crown of life, which God has promised to those 
who love him. 
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IV. Faithful and Rewardable

V. Followed and Followable
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: ;

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in 
the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock 
of God that is among you, exercising oversight…  
Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble."

V. Followed and Followable
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: :

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy 
and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 

Big Idea: Elders set the tone for the rest of the 
church to follow.  
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:

• As you listen to the sermon ask yourself if you might measure up 
to this leadership position.

• In James 3:1 we are told let not many desire to become teachers 
because they incur a stricter judgement. As you read through 1 
Peter 5:1-5, how do you see this reflected in our passage?

• Notice that ‘eldering’ is ‘not about me.’ We are to shepherd those 
God has given us, as God would have us, as examples to the flock---
not for applause, not for monetary benefit, and not lording it over 
or domineering. 

:

• Shepherds are resourcing, sacrificial, and tireless—how does this 
passage show these qualities? 

• Many times in American Christianity we import a business model 
into the church. How might 1 Peter 5:1-5 prevent this.

• Often millennials (and others) reject or eschew authority. How is 
this idea shown to be unbiblical in our passage? 

• Can you summarize this passage or our sermon in a sentence?  
Give it a try. 
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‘ ’

1 Peter 5:1-5


