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John the Baptist: Bearing Witness
(Knowing our Place in God’s Kingdom)

John 1:6-8, 19-34
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Bearing Witness
6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light…  19 And this is the 
testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, "Who are you?“ 

Bearing Witness
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, "I am not the Christ.“ 21 And 
they asked him, "What then? Are you 
Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you 
the Prophet?" And he answered, "No.“ 22

So they said to him, "Who are you? We 
need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?“ 
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Bearing Witness
23 He said, "I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, 'Make 
straight the way of the Lord,' as the 
prophet Isaiah said.“  24 (Now they had 
been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They 
asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?“ 

Bearing Witness
A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the LORD; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 
hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken." (Isaiah. 
40:3-5)
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Bearing Witness
"Behold, I send my messenger, and he will 
prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple; and the messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? For he is like 
a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 
(Malachi. 3:1-2)

Bearing Witness
24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, "Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 

the Prophet? “26 John answered 
them, "I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not 
know, 
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Bearing Witness
27 even he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to 
untie."28 These things took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing. 29 The next day he saw 
Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 

Bearing Witness
30 This is he of whom I said, 'After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.‘ 31 I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.“ 32 And John bore 
witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 
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Bearing Witness
33 I myself did not know him, but he who 
sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.‘ 34 And I 
have seen and have borne witness that 
this is the Son of God." (John 1:1: 6-8; 
19-34) 

John the Baptist: Bearing Witness
(Knowing our Place in God’s Kingdom)

John 1:6-8, 19-34
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Bearing Witness

I. Be Clear on Who You Are Not. 

Bearing Witness

19 And this is the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are 
you?" 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 21

And they asked him, "What then? Are you 
Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you 
the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 
(John 1:19-21)
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Bearing Witness

I. Be Clear on Who You Are Not. 

Bearing Witness

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light. (John 1:6-8)
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Bearing Witness

I. Be Clear on Who You Are Not. 

Bearing Witness

Central Idea:

1. God does the saving.
2. We simply do the saying. 
3. Say as little about yourself and as 

much about Christ as you can.  
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Bearing Witness

I. Be Clear on Who You Are Not. 

Bearing Witness

II. Be Clear on Who You Are. 
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Bearing Witness

22 So they said to him, "Who are you? We 
need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?" 23

He said, "I am the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, 'Make straight 
the way of the Lord,' as the prophet 
Isaiah said." 24 (Now they had been sent 
from the Pharisees.) (John. 1:22-24)

Bearing Witness

II. Be Clear on Who You Are. 
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Bearing Witness

"Behold, I send my messenger, and he 
will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to 
his temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he 
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
(Malachi 3:1)

Bearing Witness

They asked him, "Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 
John answered them, "I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do 
not know, even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie." (John 1:25-27)
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Bearing Witness

"I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I 
am not worthy to carry. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
(Matthew 3:11)

Bearing Witness
"Behold, I send my messenger, and he will 
prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple; and the messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? For he is like 
a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 
(Malachi. 3:1-2)
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Bearing Witness
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 
him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30

This is he of whom I said, 'After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.' 31 I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel." (John 1:29-31)

Bearing Witness
And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, 'He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain, this 
is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.' 34 And I have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son of 
God." (John 1:32-34)
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Bearing Witness

Central Idea:

1. Simply deliver the message.
2. Be faithful to your calling. 
3. Remember that your task is a simple 

one.
4. John accomplished his mission and so 

can you.  

Application:
• Be clear on who you are, the messenger rather 

than the Messiah.

• Be confident God has it under control, like 
John, simply deliver your message.

• Be comforted that you are not responsible for 
the conversion of others. John understood he was 
simply a servant.

• Be committed to bear witness that Jesus is the 
Son of God. 

on the corner of Branham and Camden
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Sermon Questions:

• Have you considered what the ministry of John 
the Baptist reveals about Jesus Christ and God’s 
plan for Him?

• Have you considered the significance of John’s 
appearance on the scene relative and in 
connection to Isaiah’s prophecy about ‘the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness?’? 

on the corner of Branham and Camden

Sermon Questions:

• Have you considered the humility that John 
demonstrates as he bears witness to Christ in 
John 1:19-21? How do his answers show humility?

• What lessons can you learn from John’s example 
as he bears witness to Christ? 

on the corner of Branham and Camden
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John the Baptist: Bearing Witness
(Knowing our Place in God’s Kingdom)

John 1:6-8, 19-34


